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Coach Jerry Andrews, 9th Grade Baseball

W

e are born learners. Watch
any child for ten minutes and we
are reminded of this truth. Among
the many vexing, exciting, and
humbling jobs that educators have
is the task to make sure every child
or young learner never forgets that
they are excellent, natural learners.
All of us remember a time when
we mastered something—not
just learned something, but also
truly accomplished something
with grace, elegance, intuition,
ease, and insight. It was a skill
or performance or exhibit or a
successful play we did not actually
see coming. We did something
masterfully and awed even
ourselves.
In 9th grade, Coach Andrews
gave me one of those moments
of mastery. He was my first high
school baseball coach. He was
working with me after practice on
my backhand. Specifically, he was
having me learn how to set my feet
just as the ball went into my glove.
It took me more time than most,
but I mastered it and used that skill
later that week.

reflection, thoughtful analysis, and
new performance.
We fully embrace experiential
education at George Stevens
Academy. Our Arts Fest Week
is purely experiential learning—
as was the Marine Science trip
to Hurricane Island that Carol
Bennatti and Sue Jellison led
in May. For four days, students
created and carried out their
own experiments in tidal pools
and open ocean. Dan Kane’s
Outdoor Leadership class is a
perfect embodiment of experiential
learning. The Curriculum
Committee is exploring the
development of equally engaging
experiential programs involving
the fishing industry and woodlot
management, both perfectly suited
to our location and resources.
These classes, these programs,
illustrate our belief that learning
should be relevant to each student,
that learning should be a doing
thing, that learning should be
engaging, fulfilling, exciting, and
reflective of real work.

Those moments remind us that real
learning is experiential. That is, real
learning involves direct experience
with something—a movement, an
idea, a process, a technique, a way
of doing that is then supported
with collaborative feedback,
immediate consequences, shared
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Graduation 2013!
S

unday, June 9th was a lovely day
as seventy-four students processed
to the bleachers in front of the
Academy Building. Head of School
Paul B. Perkinson sat with Board
President Marion Morris, and
greeted an audience that packed the
front lawn: “Parents, grandparents,
siblings, friends, distant cousins,
colleagues, trustees, community
members, and weekend visitors
to Maine—welcome!” He then
addressed the graduating class: “In
you, we see the scholar, the artist,
the pilot, the fisherman, the doctor,
the runner, the carpenter, the
vocalist, the designer, the keeper
of faith and the guardian of hope.
We celebrate you today and we
welcome all to the celebration.”

Paul Perkinson then accepted
the Senior Class Gift from
representatives Maddie Heilner,
Megan Malaby, and Mackenzie
Tefft: a beautiful Douglas fir
lectern made by local craftsman
and GSA alumnus Basil Bowden
’79. As Assistant Head of School
Harearl “Buzz” Moore read
students’ names, Mr. Perkinson
and Marion Morris handed out
diplomas. Second honor essayists
John Ciampa and William
Navarre gave the closing farewell,
and the newly-minted graduates
recessed to the familiar strains of
Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance.

Honor essayist Mary Prescott,
salutatorian Lorna Stephens, and
valedictorian Nolan Ellsworth
shared remarks; then honor essayist
Gavin Rogers introduced the
commencement speaker, Bill Case.
(For excerpt of remarks, see p 5.)
Following Mr. Case’s address, Dean
of Students Libby Rosemeier ’77
presented local scholarship awards.
For the second year, Mr. Perkinson
announced Headmaster’s Awards,
this year to Coach Bill Gray ’83
and to Math/Science teacher
Martha Horne: “It is an honor
to recognize individuals in our
community who serve the school in
special ways. Bill Gray, coach and
groundskeeper, for his attention
to detail, tireless work ethic, and
gentle ways; and to Martha Horne,
math, science, health teacher, for
her firm, tempered modesty, and
honest, centered presence, sought
by all for wisdom unadulterated by
petty agenda or parochialism.”
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Where are they off to? See p 5 for next steps!

Valedictorian
Nolan Schroth Ellsworth, Brooklin,
son of Jennifer Schroth ’79 and Jon Ellsworth
Middlebury College - Writing, literature, and theater
“Turn what doesn’t make sense into your strength. Embrace what sets you apart.
It could be a short haircut, or a big truck, or a taste for mathematical pi. It could
be a trombone or a ukulele, a sailboat or a skateboard, or a purple sweater. You
have to make your idiosyncrasies into your superpower.”

Salutatorian
Lorna Lilly Stephens, Blue Hill,
daughter of Paige Lilly, and Robert and Tina Stephens ’84
Lawrence University - Vocal performance and sociology
“Our choices do matter. Every choice we have ever made, no matter how small
or seemingly insignificant, has brought us to this point. Every choice we make
constitutes a change, whether in the way we live our lives or in the way that we
think about them...But life doesn’t hinge on one decision. Life hinges on every
decision.”

First Honor Essayist
Mary Elizabeth Prescott, Penobscot,
daughter of Karrie ’91 and Russell Prescott
Worcester Polytechnic Institute - Environmental engineering
“During our time here, we have done many things, met many people, and made
many friends. The things that we will remember from high school are the things
we’ve worked the hardest at, the things that we are passionate about.”

First Honor Essayist
Gavin Lavoie Rogers, Penobscot,
son of Gaye Marie and Horatio Rogers III
Concordia University, Montreal - Communications
“The two most important things I’ve learned during high school—first,
everything you do affects someone else...and second, you need to be loyal to,
respectful of and mindful of the people who are important to you.”

Second Honor Essayist
John Robert Ciampa, Castine,
son of Carolyn and David Ciampa
Boston College - Liberal arts
“The next stage of our lives will be the one marked by most change of all, so
excitement should be far outweighing any other emotion we have at the moment.
These years are our time. And I hope we all use them to dig deep, to ‘suck the
marrow out of life,’ and to test what each of us is capable of.”

Second Honor Essayist
William Tyler Navarre, Ellsworth,
son of Keli Gancos
Massachusetts Institute of Technology - Math and computer science
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“It has been said by many that nothing is forever. Today, we must acknowledge
this reality. What at first seemed an endlessly expansive journey has come to a
close. Even just a few days ago, graduation resided in the far-off space we call the
future, but now it’s here.”
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Social Studies teacher Bill Case was selected by the graduates
to deliver the commencement address. Here is an excerpt.

“The longer I teach, the more I am convinced
that much history is not found in a book
or in a lesson. Much of history needs to be
discovered or rediscovered and honored. And
really, I am more and more realizing how
unaware we are of those who have walked these
steps before us.

For instance, as we stand in the Golden Circle
of historic homes of original inhabitants, we
are barely a block from an old cemetery where
are buried twenty-five veterans of the American
Revolution, and one block from the old brick
Blue Hill Academy.
We stand in front an 1898 Academy building
with a refurbished bell from the class of 2011
and a bench to represent the class of 2012 and
a sidewalk to represent the class of 1928. Look
over by the flag pole and see a monument

Commencement Address

honoring GSA graduates who once attended
named Westbrook, Grindle, and Jones who
died in the Second World War over sixty years
ago.
There is a way to honor those who founded the
school, those who have worked at the school,
those who have and continue to support the
school. A way to honor the thousands of
individuals who have traveled in and out of
these doors.
These people from the past and present have
always striven to leave something for you. No
doubt, they all wanted to leave their mark. But
they expected you to enrich and continue it.
If we just listen, they are saying: We have
started it, now it’s up to you. Get out there and
make the world a better place.”

Where Next?
98% of graduating seniors applied to and were accepted at more than 160 colleges and universities (below).
Students have chosen to attend institutions marked with an asterisk (*).

Acadia University
American University
Arcadia University
Art Center College of Design
Babson College
Barnard College
Bates College
Belmont Abbey College
Bennington College
Berklee College of Music *
Boston College *
Boston University *
Bowdoin College
Brown University
Carnegie Mellon University
Cascadia Community College *
Champlain College
Clark University *
Coastal Carolina University
College of the Atlantic *
Columbia University *
Concordia University - Montreal *
Dalhousie University
Drexel University
Eastern Maine Community College *
Elmira College
Emerson College
Emmanuel College *
Endicott College *
Eugene Lang College The New School for Liberal
Arts
George Mason University
Gordon College *
Goucher College
Hampshire College *
Hobart and William Smith Colleges *
Iowa State University
Ithaca College *
Johnson & Wales University
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Keene State College *
Kennebec Valley Technical College *
La Salle University
Lawrence University *
Lewis & Clark College *
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Maryland *
Maine Maritime Academy *
Marymount Manhattan College *
Massachusetts College of Art and Design *
Massachusetts Institute of Technology *
Merrimack College
Miami University, Oxford*
Michigan State University
Middlebury College *
Mount Allison University
Mount Holyoke College
New England College *
Northeastern University *
Parsons The New School for Design
Pennsylvania State University, University Park *
Plymouth State University
Pratt Institute *
Purchase College State University of New York
Quinnipiac University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rivier University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Roger Williams University
Saint Anselm College
Saint Joseph’s College *
Saint Michael’s College *
Salem State University
Salve Regina University
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
School of Visual Arts
Sierra Nevada College *
Simmons College
Smith College *

Southern Maine Community College *
Southern New Hampshire University
St. Lawrence University
Stetson University
Stony Brook University
Suffolk University
Susquehanna University *
Syracuse University *
The Hartt School, University of Hartford
The New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music
The Ohio State University
The University of Arizona *
The University of Tampa *
University of California at Riverside
University of California at Santa Cruz
University of Connecticut
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of Maine *
University of Maine at Augusta *
University of Maine at Farmington
University of Maine at Fort Kent
University of Maine at Machias *
University of Maine at Presque Isle *
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of Miami *
University of New England
University of Oregon
University of Rhode Island
University of San Francisco
University of Southern Maine
University of Vermont
University of Washington *
University of Washington, Bothell*
University of Wisconsin, Madison*
Wellesley College
Wentworth Institute of Technology *
Westminster College
Wheaton College *
Worcester Polytechnic Institute *

The Eagle’s Eye
2013 Junior Book Awards
On April 10 at All School Assembly, 15 juniors were presented with book awards.

Philip Shaheen
Charlotte Reiter
Loriman Looke
Joan Liu		
Justin Willis
Leo Yuan
Nick Steenberg
Loriman Looke
Mary Ma
Justin Willis
and Bradley Gale
Chelsey Staples
and Bigo Shen
Johnson Chen
Phe Crampton

Dartmouth Book Award 		
Smith Book Award 		
American History Award 		
Society of Women Engineers
Rensselaer Medal Award 		
Phi Beta Kappa Award 		
Bausch & Lomb Science Award
Williams Book Award 		
Frederick Douglass & Susan B. Anthony Award
Industrial Arts Award 		
Saint Michael’s College Book Award 		
College of the Atlantic Book Award 			
University of Maine, Art Department Book Award

Lilla Bowden ’02 Speaker Series Event
Peter Neill, founder and director of World Ocean Observatory, addressed
all-school assembly as part of the Lilla Bowden ’02 Memorial Speaker Series
at George Stevens Academy on Friday, May 3 in the GSA gymnasium. Neill
discussed ways the ocean has historically connected our world — through
exploration, scientific inquiry, and the exploitation of marine abundance.
Following the assembly, Neill met with students in several science classes:
Fundamentals of Biology, AP Environmental Science, and Marine Science.

Rebecca Wanbaugh ’41, Peter Neill, Rada Starkey,
Director of Development, and Phyllis Pemberton ’54.

The Speaker Series was established by Dr. Rebecca Wanbaugh ’41, Emerita
Professor of History at University of Maine in Presque Isle, together with
her husband Robert, in honor of her mother, Lilla Bowden, who graduated from George Stevens in 1902 and died in Blue Hill at age 99 in 1986.
Lilla was the principal of the Blue Hill Consolidated School for many years,
and taught Latin at GSA after her retirement. She was a generous and loyal
alumna, and was named Woman of the Year by the Blue Hill Chamber of
Commerce in 1980.

Spring Break in Italy!
Fifty-three students along with Social Studies teachers David Stearns and
Caroline Richards, and with several other teachers and parent chaperones,
spent April Break in Italy: Venice, Florence, Sorrento, San Gimagnani
(pictured, left), Rome and Capri. The trip was logged on Facebook by ESL
teacher Mark Messer, so that those of us who stayed behind could travel
vicariously with the students as they took in Michelangelo’s David, hiked the
Appian Way, marveled at Il Duomo, hung out on the Spanish Steps, gaped at
the Sistine Chapel, and ended each day at an Italian gelateria.
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A CHANCE TO BE HANDS-ON SCIENTISTS

Hurricane Island
T
his year the Hurricane Island Foundation’s Center for Science and Leadership

invited GSA to participate in a pilot program. In late May, eight GSA students from
Sue Jellison’s Biology Honors class and Carol
Bennatti’s Earth Systems Honors and AP Environmental Science classes participated: Jack
Gong ’16, Claire Yue ’16, Hanna Gutow ’16,
Alyssa Chesney ’16, Aidan Byrne ’16, Aylen
Wolf ’14, Mikhail Maksimov ’14 and Karina
Steenberg ’14 spent four days and three
nights on Hurricane Island, off Rockland,
Maine, doing hands-on research.
The group traveled to Rockland, took the
ferry to Vinalhaven, then went by a smaller
boat to Hurricane Island to explore and study
the island and surrounding ocean. For four
days we experienced life in a low-impact,
environmentally sustainable community.
Mrs. Jellison recalls the experience: “We
left school at 8 a.m. on Tuesday morning.
Our first stop was the Biopolymer plant in
Rockland for a tour. They produce carrageenan, a thickening agent made from algae
imported from all over the world. Next we
took the ferry to Vinalhaven and shuttled to
Hurricane Island via a smaller boat. While
there, we searched tide pools for organisms
to take back to the lab for identification.
Students worked in pairs on an algae identification guide. As a group they developed an
experiment to determine if herbivorous and
carnivorous snails would return to an area
they had been grazing once all their food
source was removed. If they didn’t return,
how far would they travel within a radius to
reach food? Snails were counted and marked,
rocks were scrubbed clean and marked snails
were replaced within the experimental area.
The next day observations were made and
conclusions were drawn.
Students were interested in the ratio of native
rock and Jonah crabs to invasive, nonnative
green crabs. A quick survey found that almost all the crabs in the intertidal zone were
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indeed green crabs. There was also a green
crab competition to see how many
green crabs could be found in five 10-minute
periods.
We were busy from early morning until well
past dark. We slept in large tents with bunk
beds, comfortable even during a downpour.
The food was fantastic and our cook, Deb,
was terrific.
Wednesday meant rain, but students and
chaperones were unfazed. We donned rain
gear and hunted the intertidal zone for
unique organisms to identify. Experimental
design for the upcoming experiment was
discussed and alga was mounted on thick
paper for display.
On Thursday we initiated the experiment,
preparing the site while the tide was low. The
afternoon provided time for us to take a look
at the solar array used to power the island.
We hauled and cleaned mooring lines, hiked
to the highest point on the island for a spectacular view, and a few brave souls even went
swimming in the ocean. The evening was
spent in the lab working on the algae reports
for presentation to the group.
Friday morning we gathered and analyzed
data drawing conclusions—and then the
Green Crab Challenge was on! One student
collected over eighty green crabs in under an
hour. Later that afternoon, gear in tow, we
headed for the mainland. Happy, tired, a bit
sun-burned even with sunscreen, the crew
headed back to GSA.”
Mrs. Jellison added, “This amazing opportunity would not have been possible without
the help of Dick Fleming, who volunteered as
our male chaperone. Special thanks also go
to the Hurricane Island staff: Alice Anderson,
Sam Hollowell, Addison Godine and Oakley
Jackson who made our time on Hurricane
Island educational, fun, and memorable.”

SPORTS ROUNDUPS
Track

Softball

It was another good season for GSA’s track
teams, coached by Erich Reed. The girls’
team finished fifth out of fifteen schools at
the Penobscot Valley Conference Championships, where Alice Dillon ’15 finished
first in the 800-meter run. The team also
had a good showing at the State Championships, with the girls’ 4x400 relay team
finishing fifth and beating their own record
set earlier in the season. Other state qualifiers were Alice Dillon ’15 (800 meters), Lucy
Jakub ’13 (400 meters), and the 4x100 relay
team of Grace Hylan ’16, Chloe Laurent de
Rummel ’15, Taylor Venema ’15, and Sage
Shaheen ’16. Despite competing in only five
events, the team finished tenth out of 33
schools.

Coached by Chris Niles, the softball
team finished the regular season with a
record of 5-11, good enough for 9th place
and postseason play. As the underdogs,
they faced 8th place Madawaska in the
preliminary round, winning 6-1. In the
quarterfinals, they went up against the
undefeated 1st place Calais and lost 15-2.
Congratulations to seniors Katie Gray,
Ashley Miles, Abby Nowland, Mary
Prescott, Meredith Torrey, and Vicki
Woodward.

The boys’ team finished in sixth place at
the PVC Championships and sent four
runners and all three relay teams to States,
where the top finisher for GSA was the
4x800 relay team in fifth place. Members
of that relay were Nate Cole ’13, Oliver
Broughton ’16, Philip Shaheen ’14, and
Paul Ferreira ’13. Others competing at
States were Devon Oppedisano ’14 (300
meter low hurdles), Paul Ferreira (800
meters), and Nate Cole (800 meters.)

Baseball
The baseball team’s winning record of
11 wins and 7 losses showed them to be
one of the stronger teams in Class C this
year, and qualified them for the playoffs.
They won the preliminary round game vs.
Narraguagus 11-4, but then lost in a close
and hard-fought quarterfinal 2-1 against
Bucksport. With many starters returning
next year, coach Dan Kane believes the
team will be a playoff threat in 2014.
Congratulations to seniors Mariner Cheney,
Ben Eley, Peter Howell, and Gavin Rogers.

Tennis
The boys’ team are 2013 Class C Eastern
Maine champions. Again. For the past
four years, and the last seven out of eight
years, GSA has been the team to beat in
eastern Maine. Unfortunately, in the past
five trips to the state finals they have been
defeated by Waynflete, which is perennially
top in the west. The boys finished the
regular season 13-2, and are only losing two
players, making us all eager for the 2014
season. Congratulations to senior Johnny
Xue and AFS student Francesco Vasconi.
The girls’ team also had a very successful
regular season, finishing with a 10-2 record.
In the post season, they made it to the
quarterfinal round, where they lost 2-3 to
Piscataquis. The team had four first-time
varsity players, after graduating four seniors
last year. Coach Tim Farrar is enthusiastic
about next year. With only two seniors
graduating, most of the team will be back,
including junior Charlotte Reiter, 2013
PVC Class C Player of the Year, who will
return at first singles. In addition, Farrar
has built a strong JV program giving
36 young players a chance to gain good
experience. Congratulations to seniors
Hattie Wanning and Yi Zhang.
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Sailing

Memorial Day weekend with a very strong 4th place finish
in the two-day

The team started off with a strong performance during the

Northern New England Championship held at SailMaine
on the Portland waterfront. In windy conditions (18-20
Knots, with gusts to 30), Gordon Lameyer ’14 and Nicholas
Steenberg ’14 handed in top skippering performances
supported by crews Meredith Houghton ’13, Aiden
Ford ’13, Clover Slagle ’14, and Cedar Slagle ’15. The
team returned to the “homecourt” at MMA and bested
MDI four races to one in the first half of the annual
end-of-season Admiral Wells Cup, a head-to-head team
race that has concluded the season for the two schools
since 1996. The second day of racing for the Wells Cup,
however, had MDI besting GSA eight races to two at
the MDI venue in Southwest Harbor, as the GSA sailors
struggled mightily with the new fleet of boats MDI
just acquired. The boat handling of the new boats was
just too different for GSA’s team to compete, resulting
in the handing over of “The Cup” to MDI, who now
holds a 10-8 lead in the annual series. All in all the season
was a great success with a very positive outlook for 2014,
as the team is only losing four seniors, and has one of the
strongest classes GSA sailing has seen in the rising seniors.
Congratulations to seniors Meredith Houghton, Aiden Ford,
Beth Ann Avery, and Steven Salois.

annual early April weekend trip to Marblehead for two
days of team racing, coming away with a victory over the
traditionally strong Marblehead
team and GSA’s downeast rival
MDI. Over the next few weeks
the less experienced sailors had
opportunities to sail in a couple of
regattas in Portland and Rockland,
and the experience really increased
several of the sailors’ performances
including Karina Steenberg ’16
and Erik Bailey ’15 as skippers and
Rachael DesFosses ’16 and Beth
Ann Avery ’13 as crew. The annual
DownEast Regatta, which GSA
hosts in conjunction with MMA,
went off very well with close to
130 sailors from 17 teams from around New England
competing. Unfortunately for GSA, our sailors had a tough
time with the changing conditions and the high level of
competition and finished in the lower half of the fleet.
The top sailors redeemed the team just a week later over

AWARDS
GSA 2013 Athlete of the Year - Senior and
wrestler Tim Allen voted Athlete of the Year
by his classmates.
For a video clip by the Ellsworth American
of Tim in action, see http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=knsRzH9DR70

Softball
PVC All-Academic: Meredith Torrey ’13 and Mary
Prescott ’13.

Baseball
PVC First Team: Finn McMahon-Allwine ’14, 2nd
base, and Anthony Bianco ’14, outfield; PVC AllAcademic: Gavin Rogers ’13.

Track
Tennis
PVC Class C Players of the Year: Johnny Xue ’13
and Charlotte Reiter ’14; First Team Singles: Johnny
Xue, Alex Heilner ’14, Charlotte Reiter; Second Team
Singles: Maggie Keating ’13; First Team Doubles: Ed
Lameyer ’14 and Lucas Theoharidis ’16; Second Team
Doubles: Maddie Politte ’15 and Adrian Van der Eb ’15;
Honorable Mention Singles: Yi Zhang ’13 .
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PVC First Team: Alice Dillon ’15, 800 meter; PVC
Second Team, 4x400 relay team: Chloe Laurent de
Rummel ’15, Sage Shaheen ’16, Madison Cole ’15,
Alice Dillon; 4x800 relay team: Madison Cole,
Charcy Ye ’15, Brooke Wentworth ’16, Joan Liu ’14;
4x400 relay team: Nate Cole ’13, Philip Shaheen ’16,
Finn Davis-Batt ’15, Paul Ferreira ’13; PVC AllAcademic: Corey An ’13, Nate Cole, Devon
Coleman ’13, Lillian Cousins ’13, Paul Ferreira,
Lucy Jakub ’13.

International Night 2013
by Mark Ford, Parent and Residential Life volunteer

GSA’s annual International Night started out four years ago as a fairly simple
cultural sharing experience not that far removed from the traditional "social
studies fair.” But through the tireless efforts of students, parents, and community
volunteers—like Mark Ford—the filled-to-capacity event has become a
premiere experience on the Blue Hill Peninsula. Here, Mark Ford describes last
April’s event.

T
he word goes out each spring as
planning for this special evening begins

to gather steam. Kathy Pellietier,
Director of Residential Life at GSA,
sets the wheels in motion through a
few formal meetings and a galaxy of
conversations large and small. In what
seems like the blink of an eye, it's
suddenly the Friday before the event.
By the end of the school day, nervous
excitement unwinds into the logistics
of moving tables and chairs, gathering
ingredients for cooking the many dishes
involved, and decorating. Late into
Friday night it's not unusual to find four
or five volunteers still at it, trying to get
just one more thing out of the way before
the big day.
Saturday is like a quilting bee, with all
the panels arriving to be woven into a
single garment. The sound system springs
to life, along with the lighting and
decorations for the stage. The cafeteria
has been transformed into something
like a ballroom with a stage at the front.
Round tables, gilded in professional
tablecloths, sport exquisite centerpieces.
Students —local and international—
set up their tables in the hallways
surrounding the gym. Most are
more straightforward than this year's
commanding Greek temple, but every
inch is covered with photos, laptop slide
shows, clothing, artwork, and trays of
food. Last minute performance rehearsals
take place on the stage, the culmination
of days or weeks of inspiration and
perspiration. And through it all, the
kitchen is the center of activity as a
world of dishes come to life before being
whisked out to the student tables.

By late Saturday afternoon, the mood
shifts slightly. Boxes of holiday lights and
duct tape start to disappear as costumed
characters wander the hallways making
final preparations. The gym doors are
thrown open, and the school seems to
ingest most of the area’s population.
Hallways are filled to capacity with
students, parents, grandparents and
visitors from near and far. Teachers and
staff come to see the fruits of these labors
which show a world of new learning but
for which students receive no academic
credit. The work is its own reward,
measured in the excited murmuring of
the crowd, the sharing of stories, and an
occasional, “could I have another helping
of—what was that called again?”
Eventually the crowd finds its way to the
cafeteria and settles in for the show—
this year warmed up by Steve Orlofsky
and his musicians with jazz selections
worthy of any big city venue. The night
fills up with song, dance, and drama
from near and far, sometimes played
on instruments native to those regions.
This year an entire play—written
and performed by Mary Ma ’14 with
a mixture of local and international
talent—overwhelmed the audience with
good humor and pungent moments of
drama that made the eyes water a little.
Wrapping up the evening, the Pan Band
gets the crowd dancing as the house
lights come up. To the steely beat, the
evening puts itself away.
As the audience fades and the last steel
drum retreats, the cafeteria is set up
and readied for Monday morning. The
euphoria of delighted exhaustion has
already spawned talk of what to do for
next year’s International Night.
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The Pleasures of Hosting
by Lynn Orville, Host Parent 2012-2013

Since our residential program began in 2005, more than twenty-five families in the
community have opened their homes to GSA students. This year, twenty-eight students will be living in our two dormitories, and twelve host families will be hosting
seventeen students. Lynn Orville of Ellsworth hosted several international students
last year, including GSA student Pitta Chawaranggoon ’16 from Thailand. Lynn
reflects on the experience of being a host parent:

“Dusk was falling so early. The snow

outside seemed to blanket even the sound.
The wind from the night before had died
down, although the wind’s handiwork was
all around. Everyone else was napping,
hoping that when they awoke life would
be normal again. I was reading by
candlelight, enjoying the quiet, when I
heard one of the kids come up from his
room in the basement. The flashlight’s
beam danced across the room as I heard
him say, “In China, it is never like this,
without electricity. When will it be fixed?”
As more of our teenagers emerged from
their snoozes, we began a game of Uno
by candlelight and talked about how it is
possible to live without the computer for
a day or two. It was really a fairly normal
household scene in Maine after a storm;
still loud whoops and cheers erupted
a short time later when the power was
restored.
Many of GSA’s international students live
in the dorms, but dorm space is limited,
and a lucky group of students are hosted
by families living in the greater Blue Hill
community and beyond. For many host
parents, interest in hosting begins as a
desire to share their home and their lives
with an international student. For others,
it begins as a desire to learn about another
part of the world. For the students, faculty,
and host families at GSA, and for the
international students who come to make
their home with the community of GSA,
new horizons dawn as each learns about
the other.
Host families come in all shapes and sizes:
some are single parents, some families with
children at home, some empty-nesters, and
some retired folks. Some homes host one
student, but several of GSA’s host families
host two or three students at a time. What
all host parents share in common is a love
of kids, a desire to learn and an ability to

laugh about and creatively tackle the varied
dilemmas that can arise when hosting
international teenagers.
International students are diligent
students who work very hard at their
studies, yet they love to laugh, have fun
and play hard. Host families are often
busy as internationals love to participate
in sports and music as well as try
everything “American.” Over the year, the
international students cease to be strangers
or even friends—they truly become
members of the family. It is heartwarming
to hear the change from first names to
“Mom” and “Dad.”
Even people who cannot contemplate fulltime hosting have opportunities. Many
students do not return to their native
countries for Thanksgiving or Christmas,
and local families open their homes
to students to share these occasions—
sometimes to “try hosting on,” to see if it
would be a good fit. Occasionally the need
arises to “substitute” host for a family in
a time or emergency or other obligation.
Both kinds of hosting are chock full of
rewards.”
Photos, from the top:
• Doug and Lynn Orville with Pitta.
• Annie Johanson of Blue Hill has hosted
GSA students for five years!
• Graduating senior Soyoung Ihm of South
Korea gets a hug from host mother Lisa
Elliott of Ellsworth.
• Mr. Humin Xue and Mrs. Ping Feng of
Shanghai, China, parents of graduating
senior Johnny Xue, sit with Cultural
Liaison Polly Monroe and Johnny’s host
parents Fred and Prudy Heilner of Blue
Hill.

If you are interested in learning more about hosting an international student who attends
GSA, contact Residential Life Director Kathy Pelletier at k.pelletier@georgestevens.info.
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A Long Way from China

Johnson Chen ’14 - In His Own Words
Johnson Chen is from Shanghai, China. He came to GSA in 2010 as a freshman.
He has lived with two host families and now serves as a Dorm Proctor in the Boys
Dormitory. Johnson is an elected member of GSA’s Student Council, captain of the
cross-country team, captain of the chess team, and a Student Ambassador. After
Johnson graduates from GSA next spring, he plans to attend an American university
to study computer science and business.

“It is hard for international students

studying in high school in America and
especially for Chinese students. We hope
to improve our English speaking, but we
fear making mistakes while we are talking.
We hope to make friends with American
students, but we fear being awkward
at the beginning. We hope to adapt to
American culture, but we fear failing to
do it because of sharp cultural differences.
Thus, naturally, most Chinese students
usually stay together and form their own
coterie. Without a doubt, I was one of
them. Coming to an American high school
as a freshman, I was afraid of speaking to
people in English. It is more comfortable
to stay with people who are from the same
country, speak the same language and share
the same tastes and feelings. However, there
was always something in my heart that kept
questioning myself: Was this really what I
wanted?
When I came back to George Stevens
Academy as a sophomore, I moved out of
the international student dorm to live with
a host family, the Steenbergs. Their son,
Nick, and I had the same advisor, and we
were in the same class. Living with the
Steenbergs provided me a supportive home
in which to practice my English speaking
and a great opportunity to make some
American friends.
Nick and I became friends in a flash. He
is a splendid and generous young man.
His parents are amiable and gracious. My
English was not very good when I first
moved in. They always listened carefully
and repeated my words to make sure they
totally understood what I truly meant. Nick
also helped me to fix my pronunciation
and grammar. The English speaking
improvement I made in the first week was

greater than the first year I had stayed
in the dorm. I came to realize that GSA
had provided me a wonderful platform
to learn American culture and begin to
understand American society. I became
a friend with Nick first, then joined his
group, established a solid and fulfilling
relationship with his friends and finally
became a member of the community.
I am helping the international students to
make their first moves to reach out. We
hang out with American students for sports
and leisure events, and share experiences
on how to make friends with students
from different racial, social and cultural
backgrounds. Always giving a first try, the
more I practice, the more empowered I feel.
By introducing China and Chinese culture
to American students, the distance between
the world’s two greatest countries seems
smaller and more easily traversed. Some of
my American friends and I are planning
a trip to China in the summer after we
graduate from GSA. I hope I can provide as
warm and as informative an introduction
to my country as my American friends gave
to me. This too will be a new first for me,
and, I hope, a chance for many new firsts
for them.
Yesterday, through many tiny “firsts,” I
ventured out of my cultural comfort zone
and jumped into the complex and rainbow
multitude of American society. Today,
along with fellow GSA students, I am
going after not only American dreams, but
also, Chinese dreams and all the beautiful
dreams we share. For tomorrow, I am not
sure how far I can reach, but I am certain
of this: I will continue trying new firsts,
and I will have American friends to help me
on my way.”
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Homecoming 2013

Special thanks to our Alumni Reception host this year:
Jill Smith ’92
Millbrook Bakery and Restaurant
160 Snow’s Cove Road
Sedgwick

For Homecoming 2013 information and updates, visit us on the web at
www.georgestevensacademy.org/homecoming 2013.
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Reunion Updates
Three-Class Reunion
The Classes of ’72, ’73, and ’74 held a joint
reunion on June 15, 2013 organized by Class
Agent Joan Alley Wardwell ’73, assisted
by numerous classmates. Over thirty people
gathered for a potluck picnic and grill and
enjoyed the perfect weather that day at Joan’s
sister-in-law’s home in Castine overlooking the
bay. The group then continued the fun with
dinner at Danny Murphy’s pub on the Castine
waterfront. Donna Wood ’73 put together
door prizes, and the classes made a reunion gift
to GSA’s Annual Fund in honor of classmates
who had passed away.

Class of ’73: Donna Wood, Lenny Bridges, Joan Alley
Wardwell, Lee Stuart Hardison, Patty Astbury Clapp,
Jane Candage Moon, Rob Clapp, and Ed Wardwell.
Not pictured: Mike Sherman, Denise Allen Sargent,
Sharon Astbury Grindle, Debbie Lepper Carter, and
Brent Harmon.

Class of ’64 Planning for 50th Reunion
From Bernie Gray:
“The Class of ’64 is starting to plan for our 50th
reunion and would like to hear from all of you
who may be interested in attending. Please send
us your updated contact information so we can
keep you in the loop! Also let us know if you
have suggestions on the timing and place—so
far we have only decided that it will be in Blue
Hill in 2014! Take a minute and contact one of
us below:
Bernard Gray
102 SW 96th Lane, Coral Springs, FL 33077
(954) 829-8989
bgray580@gmail.com

Class of ’72: Ron Bridges, Joanne Howard Brewer, Eric
Allen, Joan Clapp Allen, Bob Tapley, Patty Grindal
Gross, Greg Peasley, Dean Carter, Toby Wardwell, Jo
Barrett, Alta Gross, Gerrie Saunders, Lewis Black, and
Larry Astbury.

Jim Farr
295-D Depot Road, Eliot, ME 03903
(207) 439-0050
salutme@aol.com
Linda (Gray) Rosenberg
274 Graytown Road, Sedgwick, ME 04676
(207) 249-2071
Suzanne (Woodward) Fenders
(207) 374-2013
smfenders@yahoo.com

Class of ’74: Trish Snow Splan, Marla Atherton, Ben
Austin, and Audrey Bowden.
Not pictured: Pat Lymburner Henry.
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Class Notes
1950s
Jan Woods Prior-Crofoot ’59
shares that she is now
affiliated with Bangor Travel
Services, a long-established
and locally owned travel
agency. She continues to work
from her Blue Hill home and
from Mexico in the winter.
She can be reached by email
at jcrofoot@myfairpoint.net
and is pleased to be associated
again with an independent
agency servicing all airlines,
trains, tours, and river and
ocean cruises.

1970s
Stan Leach ’70 was promoted
this year to 5th degree black
belt (Godan) following a
rigorous test held at the
Springfield, IL summer
training camp of the Okinawa
Shorinru MatsumuraSeito Karate and Kobudo
Federation. Stan works as
a local contractor and runs
a dojo in Orrington (www.
orlandshorinryu.com).

1990s
Glenna Buzzell
Reynolds ’93 writes “After
GSA, I met my husband of
17 years and moved to Utah.
In September 2012 we had
the opportunity to take over
the family sawmill business
from my father (Delmar
Buzzell ’56). We made the
big move with our two ‘kids’
(15-year-old cat and mini
schnauzer) and are currently
living in my grandmother’s
home in Surry. Our business
includes custom sawing,
furniture design, building,
and all things woodworking,
and we’re in the process of
building a woodworking shop
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and home in Orland. I am
currently employed as the
Floral Manager at Newland
Nursery and Florist, run by
former GSA indoor track
coach Steve Elliott (my former
shot put coach), and am glad
to be back in Maine.
Jaime Stone ’94 is finishing
her fourth year as a principal
in Baltimore City Public
Schools. She launched one
new charter middle school
in 2002 and helped open a
middle school in a K-8 charter
in 2008. This year, Jaime’s
school hosted visits from
the Governor of Maryland,
the State Superintendent
of Education, several state
senators, and over 50
educators from around the
world interested in learning
how to run an effective
Expeditionary Learning
School. Jaime is attending
Harvard this summer for the
principal’s institute on the
Art of Leadership and looks
forward to her two weeks
in Sedgwick on the ocean
with her husband and two
daughters, nine and five.
Gretchen Pemberton ’99
works in the power industry
as a technical consultant. In
2012, she and her husband,
Mark, celebrated the birth of
their son, Brayden Wood. In
2009, Gretchen became the
first female Combined Cycle
Operator for Progress Energy
and was responsible for
operating a 2,200-megawatt
power plant. She is glad to be
back in her hometown of Blue
Hill.

2000s
On June 15, Caleigh
Keevan ’04 was married to
Brandon Milton at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in

Yarmouth, ME. Caleigh
graduated from the University
of Maine School of Law and is
employed at the law offices of
Leonard I. Sharon in Auburn.
Her husband holds an MBA
from the University of New
Hampshire Whittemore
School of Business and
Economics and is employed
by BerryDunn of Portland.
The couple met while
working at the Washington,
D.C. office of Senator Susan
Collins.
Stephanie Manyak ’05
recently accepted a job
at Norwich University in
Vermont working in Sports
Medicine. She is starting a
masters degree in September
in Public Administration and
shares that she will continue
to work as a captain in the
medical tent at the Boston
Marathon for the Boston
Athletic Association.

2010s
Kara van Emmerik ’12
writes: “I am currently the
sous-chef at El El Frijoles
in Sargentville and this fall
will be in my last year at
Eastern Maine Community
College for Culinary Arts.
I won second place in a
dessert competition with
my strawberry basil sorbet
and shortbread cookie (see
photo) and have also placed
in three other competitions.
The chefs at EMCC are
amazing, my classmates are
incredibly talented, and a
circle of people are there to
support me in my dream of
becoming a professional chef
and restauranteur.”

23 Union Street
Blue Hill, ME 04614

www.georgestevensacademy.org

“Thank you, alumni and students, parents and grandparents, faculty, staff, trustees, and friends in the
community who supported GSA’s 2012-2013 Annual Fund. You helped make this day happen!”
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