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Congratulations, Seniors! p. 4

Returning to a Familiar Rhythm
In an ordinary year, there is a rhythm to life at GSA.
New students enroll; others graduate. New teachers and staff
join our team; others retire. Improvements are made to our
academic, extracurricular, and support programs, and to our
facilities, so we may better accomplish our mission.
From week to week and from month to month, our faculty
educate and inspire, our students explore and inquire, our
musicians and dramatists entertain and win awards, and our
athletes compete and win championships.
But this was a pandemic year, one that required changes to
every aspect of school life, from our schedule and instructional
methods to our extracurricular programs and health and safety
protocols. Still, with time, we found a new rhythm.
Our seniors strengthened that rhythm by adapting magnificently and leading the student body with energy, cheerfulness, and a cooperative spirit. Among the many lessons they
learned this year, I hope they learned to believe in themselves,
their resilience, and their capacity to overcome whatever life
may throw at them. Graduates, I am immensely proud of you,
and I miss you already.
I also miss colleagues who retired at the end of the school
year: Libby Rosemeier ’77, Steve Orlofsky, Liz Macone, Kelly
Cunnane, and Prudy Heilner (p. 9). Each has made an important
mark on us.

It was just weeks ago that we gathered to say farewell to the
Class of 2021 (p. 4) and to those retirees, but we are already
looking forward to the 2021-22 school year and a return to a
more familiar rhythm.
Thank you for your support for our school throughout the year
and especially on GSA Giving Day (p. 11). Without that support,
we could not be the school that we are or become the school
we hope to be.
Timothy J. Seeley
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Our Mission

Our Vision

George Stevens Academy is a town academy
on the coast of Maine. Founded in 1852, we
are the high school for nearly all students
from the seven towns in our rural community.
We also enroll private-pay day and boarding
students from around the world. Our students’
interests, talents, and aspirations reflect the
diversity of the communities from which they
come.

We will be a vibrant learning community that proudly reflects the diversity of students from
our surrounding towns, as well as those from elsewhere in the world, enabling them to
thrive now and in the future.

GSA provides a comprehensive and challenging education for all students, for those who
will build futures in surrounding communities
and for those who will make lives elsewhere
in the world. Our many academic and experiential programs foster a love of knowledge,
inspire creativity, instill self-confidence,
encourage good character, and prepare each
graduate for a purposeful life in a changing
world.

We will provide all GSA students with an education that helps them pursue whatever jobs
and career paths they choose, so that when they succeed, they and their communities will
be the better for it.
We recognize that a GSA education is not just a matter of cultivating intellectual and
creative strengths but also requires caring for students’ physical and emotional needs.
Everything we do will be stamped with this conviction.
We will be seen as a community resource, in the belief that schools and their communities
make each other stronger. We will expand school-community partnerships and real-world
learning opportunities that engage students and community members in shared activities
and projects for the benefit of both.
We will have a safe, attractive, functional, and cost-efficient facility that supports our
current programing well and has the flexibility to adapt to changing needs in the future.
We will be financially sustainable, with the resources we need to maintain GSA’s facilities
and provide for every GSA student’s needs. We will grow our endowment, meet more
ambitious annual GSA Fund goals, and benefit from the support of sending towns that
recognize the indispensable value of a strong high school in their community.

Our mission says broadly who we are and what we do. Our vision sets out our bold goals for the future. We are well on our way to accomplishing
some of these. Others will take longer. All are attainable with community support. Our mission and vision were approved by the Board of Trustees
on April 25, 2019.
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We’re Bringing You More of What Matters
In past years, we’ve published three issues of Matters delivered both in print and digitally. We want to communicate with you more
frequently.
Going forward, we’ll print our Annual Report in the fall and our Commencement issue in the summer, and we’ll publish at least two
additional magazines digitally, starting with a new back-to-school issue this September. These digital issues will be published on a
more user-friendly platform to make reading them more enjoyable.
This new approach will allow us to be better stewards of limited financial resources, deliver more of what you want to read sooner,
and ensure that you can hold our most collectible issues in your hands and pass them on to your friends and neighbors.
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Steve Orlofsky and the Early Birds jazz combo play at graduation.

Graduates listen to Tim Seeley welcome the audience.

Congratulations, Class of 2021!

On June 13, the GSA Class of 2021 took part in its commencement ceremony on the front lawn under sunny skies.

The GSA jazz combo Early Birds played the school song as faculty
took their seats, then played Elgar’s “Pomp and Circumstance”
to signal Class Marshal Will MacArthur ‘22 to lead the Class of
2021 to their seats in front of the Academy Building.
After the graduates were seated, Head of School Tim Seeley
welcomed all the family members, friends, faculty and staff,
trustees, and others who had gathered for the celebration.
He then spoke of his gratitude for the school, faculty and staff,
students, families, and most of all, for the senior class, “full of
interesting, talented, caring people ... who set the tone for their
fellow students and the entire campus this year by their cheerful
cooperation and undiminishable spirits.”
“You used a remarkable time to become remarkable,” Tim said,
“I am grateful to you for that. You could have been angry and
bitter, but you were not. You were joyous and creative.”
First Honor Essayist Juliette Claybaugh, Brooklin, began her
remarks by saying she is grateful that she and the other graduates are able to celebrate “on the front steps like hundreds of
past graduates.”
She noted that “it’s been a hard year for everyone, but we pulled
through thanks to the support of everyone around us. I’m happy
to be part of such a strong community.”

As is tradition, many seniors decorated their mortar boards.
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Juliette then called on all of her classmates to respond to mounting climate, poverty, and human rights challenges. “Perhaps few
among us have ever wanted to be heroes,” she said,” but they
are sorely needed now if we want to live in a normal and truly
equal world.”
“One of the easiest ways to help protect our Earth is to go out into
nature and observe it,” Juliette said. She finds it easier to appreciate nature when she focuses on the small details. “Instead of
looking at the whole forest, look at the intricate veins in a leaf and
the tiny bugs that scurry along tree branches. ... Doing this helps
us build a relationship with the Earth, so we are more inclined to
protect it.”
She concluded by saying to her classmates, “I hope, as we go
forth, we all continue to ask the hard questions and have the
courage to find the answers together.”
In her address, Salutatorian Grace Broughton, Blue Hill, talked
about her experiences on the cross-country team, specifically
the “anxiety, pain, nausea” runners put up with.
Despite all of these downsides, Grace and her teammates kept
coming back to the sport because of “the feeling of being done
with a race, ... finishing something we once thought we might
not be able to handle.”
Grace closed with advice for classmates. “Find the things that
make you uncomfortable, and challenge them. Experiencing

Juliette Claybaugh gives her welcoming remarks.

Grace Broughton presents her salutatory address.

Valedictorian Evan Chapman speaks at commencement.

discomfort is a sign that you are working to grow and improve,
and that is something we should all be striving for.”

Second Honor Essayist Magnolia Vandiver then spoke about
attending a GSA graduation when she was an eighth-grader.
She envisioned herself as an honor part speaker bestowing
“salient advice on how to succeed at everything.” She would be
18 by then, so, she reasoned, she “would know everything, and
naturally, everyone else would want to know it too.”

Valedictorian Evan Chapman, Blue Hill, acknowledged the hard
work and sacrifices of the class and the school to overcome the
challenges of the last 16 months. “We should all be proud of
ourselves,” he said.
Evan thanked his family, friends, and teachers, including Steve
Orlofsky, who Evan said could always make him smile with
phrases like “hot puppy pie.”
He then told a touching story about reading to his grandmother
in his BHCS kindergarten class. He looked forward to each visit
but was sad when it ended. Evan finished his speech with this
advice: “when you feel one adventure coming to a close, cherish
it, but don’t hold on too tightly. There will always be another one
to embark upon tomorrow.”
Magnolia Vandiver, Penobscot, Nathan Dauk, Sedgwick, and
Evan then announced the class gift to the school, a perennial
garden in front of the Academy House “created in gratitude for
the extraordinary efforts of our school staff during the COVID-19
pandemic, expecially the custodial and kitchen staff, and our
nurse.”
As Dean of Curriculum and Instruction David Stearns announced
each student’s postgraduation plans (p. 6), the members of
the Class of 2021 received their diplomas from Tim Seeley and
Board Chair Sally Mills ‘85.

Former seniors, now alumni, walk from the ceremonty to meet with
family and friends.

But this illusion was quickly shattered. On her first day as a freshman, she flipped her desk-chair combo while she was sitting
in it and was left on the floor “waving [her] arms and legs like a
stranded beetle.”
“The pandemic’s abrupt appearance may have made us feel as
if we had been upended in our chairs,” she said, “but you, my
friends, have triumphed.”
Magnolia then implored her fellow graduates to look around at
all the people who had helped them in that triumph and to “look
beyond GSA” at a “world that desperately needs you.”
“We have seen how much we need each other. Let’s go out and
do what needs to be done!”
Tim Seeley then presented the GSA Class of 2021, and just like
that, they went from being students to alumni.

Graduates, come back and visit us!

Margaret Nevin celebrates with her sisters, boyfriend, and parents,
whose support was crucial to her recovery from brain surgery and radiation treatments during her 10th-grade year. Read more on page 6.
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Where Are They Heading?
This pandemic year was not enough to thwart the Class of 2021; they are looking eagerly ahead to new chapters in their lives.
At least nine students will join the workforce, four will take a gap year to travel or intern ahead of college, and
more than 52 will go on to post-secondary education at two- and four-year colleges from Maine to Southern
California, Vermont to North Carolina, New York to Wisconsin. Graduates, we wish you the best wherever
your future takes you. Stay in touch!
Alfred University, Alfred, N.Y. (2)
Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Beal College, Bangor, Maine
Beloit College, Beloit, Wisc. (2)
Bennington College, Bennington, Vt. (2)
Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah
California State University, Camarillo
Champlain College, Burlington, Vt.
Eastern Maine Community College, Bangor (3)
Guilford College, Greensboro, N.C.
Husson University, Bangor, Maine (2)
Ithaca College, Ithaca, N.Y.
Jefferson University, Philadelphia, Pa.
Maine Maritime Academy, Castine (2)
Mt. San Antonio College, Walnut, Calif.
Ontario College of Art and Design, Toronto, Canada

Roger Williams University, Bristol, R.I.
Saint Joseph’s College of Maine, Standish
Southern Maine Community College, South Portland
St. John’s College, Annapolis, Md. (2)
St. Lawrence University, Canton, N.Y.
Suffolk University, Boston, Mass.
Texas Christian University, Fort Worth
University of California, San Diego, La Jolla
University of Maine at Farmington, (6)
University of Maine, Orono (7)
University of New England, Biddeford, Maine (2)
University of Rochester, Rochester, N.Y.
University of Southern Maine, Portland (3)
University of Vermont, Burlington
Woodbury University, Burbank, Calif.
If more than one graduate plans to attend an institution,
the number is indicated.

Senior Shares Cancer Insights
The first year of high school on a new campus with new teachers and classmates, an unfamiliar schedule, and different academic and
social expectations can be a challenge. Every ninth-grader faces their own struggles in this new environment. But Margaret Nevin’s
first year at GSA was marked by the emergence of symptoms that seemed insignificant at first but that she later would find out were
signs of a tumor.
As a senior, Margaret decided to share her cancer experience hoping that others will benefit from reading about it. Perhaps someone
facing a cancer diagnosis will take comfort from her even-toned, sometimes humorous, sometimes frightening account. Perhaps friends
and family members will learn how best to support a loved one facing such a diagnosis. Perhaps her account will spark conversations
about a topic that isn’t easy to talk about.
Read Margaret’s full account at www.georgestevensacademy.org/Page/1198. Here, we share excerpts and a few of her photos.

When I was a freshman at GSA,

something very
strange happened. I was walking up two flights of stairs to
my Algebra I class. I was a little out of breath and kind of hot. I
sat down at a desk, and a few minutes later, my foot started to
move on its own. It was like I was lifting my foot up and down
but I wasn’t controlling it.

my heart would beat fast and my adrenaline would rise, my
brain would pulse with it. Whatever was pushing against the
left side of my brain was causing my leg to seize.

She had an MRI, and later they got the news.
I heard the phone ring, and ten minutes later, my mom came
into my room with tears in her eyes. They had found a lesion
These “twitchings,” as Margaret calls them, continued through- on the left side of my head, and we had to go to Eastern Maine
out the school year, but in the next soccer season, they occurred Medical Center immediately. The doctors wanted to give
me antiseizure medicine to prevent a full body seizure so I
at every practice.
At a scrimmage, I had a twitching that was so violent I fell. Our wouldn’t die.
goalie yelled at me to get off the field because she could tell We stopped in Blue Hill to say goodbye to my sister, not
something was wrong. After I got off the field, my mom said because we thought I would die, but because she was going
she’d call a doctor.
back to college the next day. When we hugged, it finally hit me
Margaret showed a video she had taken to the neurologist, that something really bad could happen to me, and I started
tearing up.
who said there was something on the left side of her brain.
He said that the twitchings were actually seizures. Whenever
6
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Sister Catherine Nevin ‘15 does Margaret’s hair to keep it out of
the way during surgery. Their father, Crocker, watches.
Margaret got the star treatment in Bangor.
Walking into the emergency room was like being a celebrity
on the red carpet. The doctors were eager to talk to me about
my head. Everybody was talking at me and telling me to take
off my shoes, put them back on, hold still to take my temperature, then blood pressure real quick, then change into a shirt a
nurse gave me.
How did Margaret feel when she heard it could be cancer?
I wasn’t scared, nervous, or overwhelmed at all. I knew for sure
I wasn’t happy, but I didn’t know how to feel because I really
didn’t know what would come next or what would happen to
me. I never had this feeling of “Why did it have to be me?” It
was more a feeling of “Okay. Now what?”
Next was testing and brain mapping to prep for surgery at
Boston Children’s Hospital. She was sleep-deprived for the first
mapping, but the second was downright painful.
What happened next I can only explain as like what you see in
movies as electroshock therapy.
This tool was dragged across the top of my head continuously
for an hour and a half. A shock was sent through my brain every
two seconds. The shocks began to hurt the longer this went on.
The combination of sleep deprivation and pain made me cry.
We were out of the hospital at 8 P.M. and arrived back home
at around 2 A.M. The next day at 8 A.M., I went to Blue Hill to
prepare to play at the Blue Hill Fair with the GSA Jazz Band. I
remember Mr. O being impressed and thrilled to see me.
Before returning to Boston for surgery, Margaret said goodbye
to friends. She had close friend Sophie called to the office at GSA.
We didn’t say anything at first, we just hugged as soon as we
saw each other. I started to tear up again like I had with my
sister. We said our goodbyes, and then I left.
Surgery took 12 or 13 hours, but “felt like five seconds.”
When the anesthesiologist came in, she said that when she
injected me, she’d be my best friend. When she injected me, I
giggled. I remember rolling my head back and my eyes back,
too, and then, blackout.
The first thing I remember after [surgery] was hearing everything around me while my eyes were still closed. I wasn’t
allowed to drink water, and I was extremely thirsty. I could only
have juice. I went to pick it up but I couldn’t. The entire right
side of my body was paralyzed.
[My head] felt as though I had a helmet on that weighed 20
pounds. I didn’t have enough strength in my neck to hold my
head up. I just rested my head on the pillow.

Margaret recovers from surgery to remove the brain tumor.
You’d think that three hours after major surgery, the doctors
would let me rest. Well, some nurses said there was a blood clot
in my jugular because I hadn’t moved my neck for 12 hours. I had
to have an MRI immediately. If [the clot] got bigger, I would die.

“... whenever I moved my head, I could hear water
sloshing around. That freaked me out the most.”
— Margaret Nevin
After the MRI, she was back in bed by 1 A.M.
The first night wasn’t that bad. I cried a lot, but other than that,
I didn’t feel too much pain because of the anesthesia. The next
day was the worst of my life. I had to eat but I felt nauseous, I had
to drink tons of water, and whenever I moved my head, I could
hear water sloshing around. That freaked me out the most. I
felt my head and honestly thought I was leaking because my
forehead was bloody. Luckily I wasn’t leaking. I was bleeding
because the pole they had put on my forehead to keep my
head still during surgery was there so long it broke the skin.
A nurse helped her to the bathroom, and Margaret hated what
she saw in the mirror.
I just stared at myself and started crying. Half my head was
shaved, and where my hair had been was a long strip of blood.
I hated looking in that mirror but I couldn’t stop. The nurse
outside the door asked me if I was okay because I was taking
so long. I lied and said I was fine.
After five days recovering, it was time to go home.
We drove a couple hours and then arrived at a rest stop. When I
walked inside, I could tell people were looking at me. My head
was still pretty bloody. I realized that I was that person no one
wanted to stare at because it was rude, but they still glanced
to try and figure out what was wrong with me. I didn’t like that
feeling.
When we reached the [Brooklin] town line, the whole Brooklin Fire Department was there along with other people from
[town] to give me an escort home. It was nice of them to do
that, and it made me feel better.
Biopsy results revealed cancer.
When I told Sophie, she started to tear up, and I reassured her
that the whole tumor was gone in my head so I didn’t have it
there anymore. When I told my boyfriend, Chris, he was very
calm and kept saying “we’ll get through this,” even though
this was happening to me. When I told Sophie’s boyfriend, he
GSA Matters
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was upset about it and said “Why? Why did you have to have
cancer?” When I told the rest of my friends, they all hugged
me as soon as I said it. I don’t know why it was so easy for me
to tell people that I had had cancer and didn’t even know it. It’s
always been so easy to talk about.
To make it easy to get to Margaret’s 32 radiation treatments,
the family stayed in a friend’s Amesbury apartment.
[That friend, Shawn] would stay in the apartment with us every
so often, or his kids would come with him. Once, he ate all my
Cocoa Puffs when my mom and I were gone for the weekend,
and he bought me some more when we got back.
Margaret’s first treatment was November 4.
The doctors drilled me down to the table with a plastic net
that was perfectly formed to my face. We had made that a
few weeks earlier. It went from the very top of my head to my
collar bone. This was drilled down tight so I couldn’t move my
head in the slightest. Once I was drilled to the table, this big
machine that looked like a giant cannon was pointed at the top
of my head. The actual treatment lasted about 10 minutes, but
it took them around 15 to get ready.
She was warned she’d lose her hair.
I was sitting in the apartment in Amesbury doing homework. I
ran my fingers through my hair, and when I brought my hand
down, there was a handful of my hair. I went into the bathroom
and looked in the mirror. There was a small area the size of a
quarter where I didn’t have any hair anymore. I just felt so ugly.
I felt as though I’d never grow my hair back. My mom always
told me that it would grow back, but it took a while. As I write
this, my hair still isn’t the same length because of radiation.
Having a bald spot at the age of 16 isn’t ideal. I wore a hat
outside because it was December and freezing. People told
me how strong I was because I didn’t cover it up when I was
indoors. I never saw a need to cover it up. I was very self-conscious about it, but it’s not as though someone would make fun
of me. At least, not to my face and once they knew it was the
result of cancer. The only person who didn’t tell me how strong
I was for not covering up my bald spot was Shawn, the man
who owned the apartment in Amesbury. When he first saw me
with the bald spot, he shook my hand and said “Welcome to
the club,” rubbed his bald head, and smiled at me. I thought
that was funny.
A visit from Sophie was a welcome distraction from treatments.
It was very fun having her there with us. We went to the aquarium in Boston one night after radiation. Sophie loved watching
the penguins. When we left the aquarium, it was dark out, but
the streets were lit up with twinkle lights and it had started
snowing. At that moment, I had forgotten that I had had radiation treatment that day.
Three cancellations pushed back her final treatment date.
The first time, the hospital called my mom and said the machine
had broken and they decided to cancel all appointments that
day.
The second time an appointment was cancelled, my mother
and I had been in the waiting room of the hospital for about
three hours before they sent us home. We waited with a man
named Roger, who was extremely nice and was undergoing
the same treatment as myself.
Since the hospital doesn’t perform treatments on December
25, my last day of treatment now was December 27. The day
after Christmas, we went back down to Amesbury, my whole
family plus Chris, to celebrate my last day and to clean out the
apartment. After I had my treatment that day, my mom, both
8
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Sophie Peasley ‘21 and Margaret in an apartment in Amesbury. Sophie
visited when Margaret was undergoing radiation therapy.
my sisters, my sister’s friend, myself, and Chris all had dinner
together and watched a light show.
The next day …
I woke up so excited to finally be finished. I sat down at the
breakfast table with Chris and ate a bowl of cereal. I was almost
done when my mom’s phone rang. When I saw that the caller
ID said “Massachusetts General Hospital,” my heart sank from
my chest to my stomach. Sure enough, the hospital was calling
to cancel my appointment due to the machine not working.
I didn’t even feel sad. I just felt like this would never end. I’d
always be in this endless loop of setbacks. Something else
would happen to keep me from being through with this difficult part of my life. When my mom got off the phone, I looked
at my parents and told them I was going back to bed.
The following day, Margaret had her final treatment, then she
rang a bell to commemorate her “graduation” from radiation.
I got to keep the plastic face net that was used to drill me to the
radiation table. I used it for my World History Project when I
made a life-size statue of Persephone.
You would think that when radiation is through, you wouldn’t
have to do anything else. I thought that too. The next step is to
have MRI’s every few months for five years to make sure nothing comes back.
Two of my close friends didn’t understand that. One friend
back then told me to “stop living in the past,” his exact words. I
will never forget those words. They filled me with rage, anger,
and hate. I couldn’t move on from the past because it was still
my present. This person didn’t understand that, and that’s part
of the reason why I am so okay with talking about all of this.
I want people to know that something like this, I can’t just put
it out of my mind. I will always have a scar from surgery, a crack
in my skull, a chunk missing from the top of my head, possible
neurological damage, and worst of all, the chance of having a
tumor grow back. What most of the people around me have
are the memories.
Going through something like this is definitely traumatizing. I
have fears that I didn’t have before this experience. My advice
to anyone who has a loved one going through something similar is to tell them that you’re there for them. Be as supportive
as you can. Let them know that they have love around them to
make them feel safe and calm. Having the amount of support
that I did from people in the community really helped me.
Thank you.

Retirees Reflect, Look Ahead

Five members of the GSA faculty and staff recently retired. We are grateful for all they’ve done for generations of GSA students.
Below, we share their answers to questions about their time here and their plans for the future. To watch a tribute to each retiree
created by a colleague, visit georgestevensacademy.org/GivingDay and click on the “Tributes” link.
them were drummers and clarinets. The
band grew so much that first month. We
went from the teens to like 40 kids. By the
time we got to the Big E, we had a pretty
good representation.

Steve Orlofsky
In 1987, then-Headmaster David Hitchings hired Steve to strengthen what till
then had been a part-time band program.
In his 34 years here, Steve has cemented
his legacy as one of Maine’s best jazz
directors.
What are your thoughts as your career
here comes to a close?
It’s a very bittersweet and melancholy
feeling. My entire adult life has been
spent as a music educator. I knew in junior
high I was going to be a band director. I
just knew that’s what I wanted to do.”
What moments do you remember most?
I was hired, and then Emil Andy said,
“By the way, GSA has been invited to the
Eastern States Exposition Fair to perform
in the fall.” And I said “this fall?” And he
said “September.” I said “I’m just starting. How am I going to prepare a group
to perform in front of thousands upon
thousands?”

What would you like to say to your
colleagues?
We’ve had so many great faculty here,
and so many before me, they were just
inspiring people. I’ll miss the camaraderie,
That first year, the other band was not that I really hung out.
Ashland, which had something like 115 What are your retirement plans?
musicians, so I said, “Kids, we just have I really do love to play. I hope the groups
to play with finesse. We’re not gonna I play in will be very active like they used
overpower a big group like that.” So to be.
we played more dynamically, went into
Steve will play with the Night & Day Jazz Trio
ourselves more, did more soloing. So
at The Pentagoet Inn this summer. He also
that really stuck out, that first year, being
will play with Maine Street R&B Revue, a
able to work with the kids for a month
big funk band from the Hampden/Bangor
and go to the Big E in ’87.
area, on a Steamboat Katahdin sunset
It was supposed to be once-in-a-lifetime cruise in July on Moosehead Lake, and at
that a band would go, and we ended up the International Fly-In there in September.
going in, I think, back-to-back years. They
Steve will lead Jazz Immunity at the Deer
loved us in ’87, so we went in ’88, and
Isle Jazz Festival in Stonington on Friday,
then we went in the mid-90s I remember.
July 16, at 7 P.M., in his last official turn as
That first year, the winter of ’88, we director.
started a jazz band. We hosted the
district jazz fest in the winter of ’88 right
here at GSA. It was a smaller festival than
it is now.
That year, we went to the State Jazz Fest
but we didn’t place. It was a learning
experience for everybody. And in ’89,
we made the finals, and we went, and we
played, and we did great, and we won.
The kids didn’t even really know what
was going on.

What will you miss?
I’ll certainly miss the students. When a
Back then, the state of Maine chose two student loves to play, it’s just a very good In her 31 years as a staff member at GSA,
bands to play on State of Maine Day, so feeling for me to see them grow, seeing first part-time, then full-time, Libby has
been a photography teacher, a social
we were chosen, and I had numbers of their desire and drive to play music.
musicians in the teens. I remember going Tuesdays and Thursdays have jazz band. studies teacher, a dean of students,
up to Gayle Durnbaugh’s classroom to To not have that in my future is gonna be a and most recently, an assistant head of
really weird feeling. I’m gonna really miss school.
talk students into coming back.
What have you enjoyed most?
We rehearsed in late August, we were those rehearsals.
The thing that I have enjoyed most about
less than 16 kids the first night, and half of
my time at GSA is that I got to work with
students.

Celebrate Mr. O and His Legacy!
GSA will host a celebration of Steve Orlofsky on Sunday, July 3,
2022, which gives time for as many people as possible, near
and far, to make plans to attend. Save the date!
If you have ideas for this celebration or would like to be on the
planning committee, please email Director of Advancement
Rada Starkey at r.starkey@georgestevens.org.

Libby Rosemeier ‘77

What moment do you remember most?
There are so many moments that I will
remember! One the most memorable is
a graduation day when a young man who
struggled for four years walked across
the stage at graduation. The cards were
stacked against this student from the
moment he was born, but because he
was smart, resilient, and resourceful, he
was able to connect with adults at GSA in
a positive way and earn his diploma.
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countless ways. Finally, to the phenomenal students we have hosted; Viviane
What will you miss?
Abecassis, Ha Lai, Zheyang (Johnny) Xue,
I will miss the students. I will miss seeing Jiajun (Johnson) Chen, Bozhi (Boris) Chen,
them each school day and listening to and Sheng (Jeff) Xie, you will always be
them talk about their lives. I will miss my part of our family, and we love you very
colleagues.
much!
What would you like to say to students?
What would you like to say to your
Be kind and work hard. Become critical colleagues?
thinkers, ask tough questions, and never I have countless memories of numertake anything for granted. Learn to navi- ous coworkers, both past and present;
gate the system and never stop trying.
however, a few have made my time at GSA
What would you like to say to your exceptional. Their unwavering support
and encouragement have nurtured me
colleagues?
Always, always keep the students’ best deeply. Heartfelt thanks and gratitude to
Todd Eckenfelder, Bob Slayton, Liz Moss,
interest at heart, and be kind.
Kathy Pelletier, and Lisa Elliott.
What are your plans for the summer?
I have plans to play golf, go to the North What are your plans for the summer?
Atlantic Blues Festival and spend time Seeing family in person after these long
with my family. That’s as far as I have months apart.
gotten with my plans for this summer!
What are your plans for retirement?
Fred and I hope to do some traveling, but
What are your retirement plans?
I have not made any. We will see where Blue Hill will always be home. We have
various projects, and our pets will keep
retirement takes me!
us busy too.

Libby Rosemeier, from p. 9

mate community festival. I remember the
sheer joy of running and playing with the
students in games.
What will you miss?
The vibrancy of interacting with so many
good people each day with the steel
band and other bands as background
music.
What would you like to say to students?
Each student at GSA, international or
local, is at least one of these descriptors:
beyond impressively trustworthy and
kind, friendly and helpful, independent,
and talented.
What would you like to say to your
colleagues?
I do not sometimes know how we do
it. The set-up of the campus reflects
the nature of our work, each in our own
area, and yet I could lean on any of my
colleagues and trust that as a resting
place to regroup and refresh.
What are your plans for the summer?
All my cards are truly in the air. I am
holding the goal of living sustainably
environmentally. Does that mean living
off-grid, creating a more mindful pace
of life? I think so. This summer, I’ll swim
in the ocean as much as possible, be with
family, explore new directions.
What are your long-term plans?
I have my eye on Washington County for
ESOL and community work, and I have a
feeling GSA and Blue Hill and I will cross
paths again.

Prudy Heilner

Kelly Cunnane

Prudy worked at GSA for 19 years, most
recently as a residential life assistant, but Kelly joined the faculty in 2012 to teach
she also volunteered here for more than international boarding students English.
She also took on additional responsibili25 years.
ties in the area of student support.
What have you enjoyed most?
The thing that has given me so much What have you enjoyed most?
pleasure over the years is the most obvi- Meeting kids from all over the world
ous, the people! GSA is fortunate to have through GSA’s residential life program
so many thoughtful, diverse, talented, and working with the local students to
bring all of the kids together.
and committed individuals!
What will you miss?
What moments do you remember most?
I’ll miss the regular social interaction that I remember being evaluated and realizcertainly happened less recently due to ing when it was over that I was not being
the pandemic; however, over the years, judged, I was being supported by having
it was the reason I looked forward to my qualities as a teacher reflected and
coming into GSA every day.
my goals supported. I remember developing my skill and knowledge in my
What would you like to say to students?
All of the students at GSA are special, field through an excellent mentor (Mark
and without every single one of them, the Messer), professional development
unique and amazing fabric of the school opportunities, and colleagues willing to
community would be very different. To all collaborate. I remember the explosively
the boarding students who have traveled awesome International Night that the
to this peninsula over the past 15 years, community had flocked to becoming a
you have inspired and educated me in smaller, quieter, but truly classy and inti10
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Liz Macone
For eight years, Liz worked as GSA’s
registrar, responsible for class schedules, grades and other records, state
reporting, and much more.
What are your plans for retirement?
I plan on spending my time with my
grandsons, gardening, taking walks in
the woods, and reading.

Thank you!

Sue Jellison, with Ella, chats with volunteers Prudy and Fred Heilner while making her gift.

Giving Day Makes a Splash
Thanks to the generosity of so many in our community, Giving Day raised
more than $55,000 to support all aspects of life at GSA.
Online programming was created by dozens of members of the GSA community, including students, teachers, coaches, trustees, family members,
friends, and others. If you haven’t already watched the tributes to retiring
staff, music and art of GSA, messages for seniors, and more, there is still
plenty of time. Visit georgestevensacademy.org/givingday.
Our on-campus celebration generated a lot of good energy as people
stopped by to enjoy snacks, write messages on our thank-you boards, see
smiles they hadn’t seen for some time, and give to the GSA Fund.
The energy on campus got a boost from a cornhole contest hosted by seniors
to raise money for their class gift. Laela Heino ’24 successfully sank three
bean bags in a row to win the top prize, a chance to dump a tub of water on
teacher Isaac Vaccaro while others gathered on the front lawn and cheered.
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously this year, whether of your
money, energy, or both! And thank you to the special friend of GSA whose
matching gift inspired others to give, or to give more.

Maggie Garfield ‘77 and Libby Rosemeier ‘77 pose with Tim Seeley and Mark Hurvitt, who
attended high school in the same era.

Nathan Dauk ‘21 practices his cornhole toss.

Students dump a tub of water on teacher Isaac Vaccaro.
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Coming Events
Class of 2020 Gathering
Last spring, the GSA Class of 2020 could not gather as a
group for the last few months of their senior year. We held
individual diploma ceremonies, and we celebrated Class
Night and Commencement online, but it just wasn’t the
same as coming together in one place at one time.
To give these special seniors and the family, friends,
faculty, staff, coaches, and others who love them a chance
to gather on campus once more, we are hosting a Class of
2020 Gathering on Friday, July 23, from 4-6 P.M. on the
back lawn of GSA’s Hinckley House dorm.
Snacks and refreshments will be served. Bring your
yearbooks and get signatures you missed last year! And
spread the word! The more who go, the more you’ll know.
If you’d like to help with the gathering, email Karen Brace
at k.brace@georgestevens.org.

CLASS OF 2020 GATHERING
Friday, July 23, 4-6 P.M.

CLASSES OF 1970, 1971 50TH REUNION
Saturday, July 24, 1-4 P.M.

CLASS OF 1991 30TH REUNION
Saturday, July 24, 3-5:30 P.M.

DOWNEAST ART & ANTIQUES SHOW
Monday through Wednesday, Aug. 2-4

DUANE B. GRAY ’64 MEMORIAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, Sept. 11 (rain date: Sept. 12)

Welcome, Classes of 1970, 1971, & 1991
As they could not gather last year, the Class of 1970 has joined forces with the Class of 1971 for a reunion on campus on Saturday,
July 24, from 1-4 P.M. The reunion will be held on the back lawn of GSA’s Hinckley House dorm at 30 Tenney Hill.
That same day, the Class of 1991 will hold its 30th class reunion, also behind the Hinckley House dorm, from 3-5:30 P.M.
Visit with old friends and make new ones this summer. What was your favorite song when you were in school? The top hits in
these graduation years were “Bridge Over Troubled Water” (1970), “Joy to the World” (1971), and “(Everything I Do) I Do It for
You” (1991). Ah, the memories.
For more information, details on how to RSVP, and the contact info of your classmates organizing the reunion, visit GSA’s reunion
page online: www.georgestevensacademy.org/reunions.

Art and Antique Lovers, See You in August!
This August, 22 exhibitors will display fine art, antiques, vintage clothing, and more at the Downeast Art & Antique Show in the
GSA gymnasium.
On Monday, Aug. 2, from 5-8 P.M., a special preview party with hors d’œuvres, wine, and beer will give attendees a first look at
all the wonderful items available. Admission costs $75 per person. For reservations, email rsvp.antiquesparty@georgestevens.
org or call (207) 374-2800, ext. 133.
No reservations are needed for the rest of the show. Stop by on opening day, Tuesday, Aug. 3, from 10 A.M. to 6 P.M. or on the
show’s final day, Wednesday, Aug. 4, from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. The $10 admission fee is good for both days. Pastries and coffee by
Sweet Cheeks Bakery in the morning. Lunch with wine, beer, and nonalchoholic beverages by Rioux Catering at The Farmhouse
Inn, owned by Bill Rioux ‘79 and Ann Rioux ‘82.
Also on Wednesday, Christopher Spitzmiller will sign copies of A Year at Clove Brook Farm, foreword by Martha Stewart, from
11 A.M to 1 P.M. Books will be available for purchase.
Show sponsors are Wilmont Schwind; Bob Withington & Laura Carrigan; Kaja Veilleux, Thomaston Place Auctions; Maine Magazine;
Gil & Courtnay Shafer; Martha Stewart; and Christopher Spitzmiller.
All admission fees to the preview party and show benefit George Stevens Academy. Visit georgestevensacademy.org/DEAA.

The Duane B. Gray ‘64 Memorial Golf Tournament Returns
After a year off, we are pleased to be able to welcome golfers back to the Blue Hill Country Club for a fun day on the links on
Saturday, Sept. 11 (rain date, Sept. 12).
The tournament honors the memory of Duane B. Gray, valedictorian of the Class of 1964, president and vice-president of his
class in alternating years, and an avid golfer.
Anyone interested in sponsoring or volunteering for this event should email Karen Brace at k.brace@georgestevens.org. Look
for more information on our website here: www.georgestevensacademy.org/DBGTourney.
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Logan Leach ‘23, Emery Leach ‘23, Patrick Dagan ‘24, and
Elias Lieser ‘24 before their second nine.

Tournament winners, from left, Noah Tapley ‘02, Zach Davies ‘00,
Nick Malinowski ‘98, and Peter Collier ‘00 received special plates
created and donated by Rackiffe Pottery in Blue Hill.

Collier Tourney Generates Fun, Funds
Thirty-nine golfers hit the links in the 2021 Andy Collier ’98
Invitational Golf Tournament at the Castine Golf Club on
Sunday, June 6.

The event generates financial support for the GSA Sports
Alumni Fund, established in 2019 by Erik and Peter. Other
members of the board that oversees the fund are Amanda
“Being able to get together in memory of our friend Ashe ’00, Toby Cole ’00, and Simeon Allen ’01.
and teammate Andy while raising money for athletics at Organizers would like to thank the staff at The Castine
George Stevens makes this day so enjoyable,” said Erik Golf Club for their help with the tournament, as well as
Fitch ’99, who organized the event with Peter Collier ’00, volunteers Janis Fitch, Meghan Ruhlin-Fitch, Daphne
Andy’s brother.
Fitch, Phoebe Fitch, and Kim Fitch.
The 18-hole scramble had a contest on every hole, for They would like to give “special thanks to sponsors and
example, longest putt made, closest to the pin, closest to individuals making financial contributions to the GSA
the inflatable whale, and marshmallow driving.
Sports Alumni Fund.”
“A golf tournament that provides Frank’s Bakery donuts, The Lyman Agency was lead sponsor. Major sponsors
on-course milkshakes, and a marshmallow driving contest were the Merle B. Grindle Agency, Blue Ledge Carpencan’t be beat,” Erik said.
try, and Rackliffe Pottery.

Oliver Scott ‘14 Awarded Hylan Fund Grant
Congratulations to Oliver Scott ‘14 on being chosen to receive a grant
from the Hylan Family Alumni Fund for the Performing Arts. “We could
not be happier to support your work,” said Cait Hylan Robinson ‘05,
who announced the award on Giving Day on behalf of the selection
committee.
Oliver, a master’s student at the Eastman School of Music, plans to use
the $800 award to record a five-track jazz piano trio album later this
summer. “Thank you so so much! This is such exciting news,” Oliver
wrote in an email after learning of his selection. “It is so important for
there to be this support for the performing arts all over the world, and it
makes me so happy to see it at home.”
“I have been playing piano since the age of five and decided to pursue
a degree in music while I was a student a George Stevens Academy,”
Oliver wrote. “The excitement and fun that Steve Orlofsky brought to
music was one of my biggest inspirations in choosing to pursue this
career. Music has always brought me a special kind of happiness,” and
Oliver hopes to share that happiness with others. He plans to share the
album “with potential collaborators and clients” as a tool for transitioning into a professional career.
The Hylan family established this annual award to encourage and support theater, dance, and music projects by
GSA alumni as they move from their educational to their professional lives. For more information or to apply, visit
www.georgestevensacademy.org/HylanFund in the alumni section of GSA’s website. For details on the application
process, email Karen in the alumni office at k.brace@georgestevens.org.
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Phelan Gallagher ‘02 before conducting the GSA Jazz Band. The band won
second place in Division L3-Live Performance in the 2021 National Jazz Festival .

Concert Welcomes New Director

Steve Orlofsky conducts the GSA Band at the Spring Concert before presenting Outstanding Musician awards.

Hundreds attended the GSA Spring Concert on June 6 at the
Blue Hill Fairgrounds to listen to great music, learn who had won
outstanding musician awards, and wish retiring music director
Steve Orlofsky well.
They also were introduced to the man who is taking over for Steve,
Phelan Gallagher ‘02.
“I think he’ll do great,” Steve said in an interview. “He went
through the program. I think the kids related to him in a big way
when he conducted them and directed the combo. He was a jazz
major, and he went for his education degree, for a master’s, so I
think he’s really got the goods to do it.”
Phelan said that he has been dreaming of this moment for a long
time. “I am truly honored and humbled to be taking over for such an
inspiring, well-loved educator,” he said in an email.

Early Birds at the Spring Concert. The combo won second place in Division S-2
Live Performance at the National Jazz Festival.

Visit www.georgestevensacademy.org/SpringConcert to read
the complete story on our website.

Mr. O an Educator of the Year!
While watching the National Jazz Festival at a screening party with
students, Steve Orlofsky got quite a surprise.
He had just watched a man he respects very much, David Rivera,
receive a Jazz Educator Award. Then he saw his face on the screen
and heard the voice of Zeke Sacaridiz ‘21, and he was quickly
overcome with emotion.
The National Jazz Festival had named two Educators of the Year.
We can think of no one more deserving!
Watch the NJF tribute to Steve here: youtu.be/qStH01Ivefk.
Visit www.georgestevensacademy.org/NJF2021 to read the full
National Jazz Festival story on our website.

Steve Orlofsky plays with Jazz Immunity. The combo won first place in Division
S-2 LIve Performance at the National Jazz Festival.

Art Students Create Community
Melissa Rioux ‘01 brought her Drawing B class to the Blue Hill
Public Library in May to help create a “selfie door” as part of an art
installation that will be on the library lawn through September.
She said she took her students to the library as a way to give to the
community at a time when many really needed to feel connected.
Melissa involved students in all her spring classes in other community projects.
Thank you, Melissa, and thank you, students!
For details and to see more pictures from the library project, visit our
website: https://www.georgestevensacademy.org/Page/1187.
14
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Spring Sports

Our girls’ tennis team finished the regular season 2-8.

Our boys’ tennis team finished the regular season 9-1 and beat Van
Buren to win the Class C North championship.

Our girls’ track team finished No. 5 at the state meet.

Our boys’ track team finished No. 5 at states.

Our baseball team finished the regular season 7-9 and advanced to a
quarterfinal game against Bucksport.

Our softball team finished the regular season 3-11 and advanced to a
preliminary game against Mattanawcook Academy.

State Champions: Franklin Sealander ‘21, 110M Hurdles;

Andy Hipsky ‘23, Clark Morrison ‘22, Noah Czuj ‘22, and
Tommy Norgang ‘23, 4x800M Relay; Maranda Pert ‘24, Discus

PVC Champions: Grace Broughton ‘21, 300M Hurdles;
Franklin Sealander ‘21, 110M Hurdles; Oliver Wilson ‘21,
1600M Race Walk; Andy Hipsky ‘23, 300M Hurdles; Maranda
Pert ‘24, Discus
PVC First Team: Tennis Singles, Robbie Bennett ‘23; Tennis
Doubles Ben Hallet ‘22 and Cyrus Blake ‘23

PVC Second Team: Softball, Alyssa Ladd ‘23,

Our volleyball team finished the season undefeated. They beat last
year’s state champ, the Woodland Dragons, to win the PVC Small
School Championship.

Layla
Pickering ‘23; Tennis Singles, Oliver Lardner ‘23; Tennis
Doubles Tony Politano ‘21 and Theo Lesko ‘21

PVC Tennis Coach of the Year: Mark Ensworth ‘05
PVC All-Academic*: Grace Broughton, Josie Czuj, Jenna
Eldridge, Ellis Murnik, Margaret Nevin, Elia O’Hara, Garrett
Parker, and Franklin Sealander.

*awarded to academically eligible seniors
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Jerry Butler ’61 brought a special gift on Giving Day: a stair tread his great-grandfather George Washington Butler
used constructing our Academy Building in 1898. Writing on the board shows that it was shipped from Morse & Co.
in Bangor to G.W. Butler in Blue Hill aboard the schooner Emily Bell. The board was given to Jerry’s father, Gerald
Newcombe Butler ‘23, when the building was renovated, and Jerry thought GSA should have it. He is pictured with
his grandchildren, from left, Kylie Chase ‘21 with Broden Chase, Keegan Butler ‘21, and Morgan Clifford ‘24.

See more Giving Day pictures on p. 11.

