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Play Review

Metamorphosis


On the weekend of November 12th, GSA premiered their performance of Metamorphosis, a play by American writer Mary Zimmerman bringing the stories of the Greek Gods a fresh twist.  However, It appeared that there was to be no divine intervention for the performance.  While there has always been an all-school buzz surrounding “Play weekend”, this year the feeling was unease bordering on hysteria.  Students were plagued by bouts of the Flu, Chicken Pox, and swiftly dropping grades.  As many as eight people, in the final week of rehearsals, were passing their scripts on to new and old actors, in a scramble to at least cast the play.  It was with a touch of uneasiness that I sat in Emlen Hall at the Bay School, But I was soon swamped by a play of phenomenal success.

From the opening soliloquy delivered by Aji Hall (’11), to the African tribal call of peace at the end delivered by Maude Green-Loft (‘12), the audience was taken in, completely absorbed by the magic unfolding before them.  The delivery of the line “that’s a really, really bad idea” by Tynan Byrne (’10) nearly brought a standing ovation in the first fifteen minutes.  The multiple times bare-chested men stepped center stage, the dialogue could not proceed for minutes on end as the audience roared and whistled.  And yet, when Ms. Green-Loft sung the lead on “MLK” a gasp of awe rippled through the crowd, as her clear soprano voice stole the show.  


This play was not GSA’s norm.  It broke boundaries as it featured orchestrations by Emmett Scott (’11) and Tynan Byrne (’10), as well as a student composed piece by Maude Green-Loft.  It was Moira McMahon’s first GSA production, and she delivered a masterpiece.


One cannot always find such art and perfection among small High School performances.  But when the stage lights went up, and the house lights dimmed, the doors to Greek sorcery were opened, the mists of Mount Olympus descended, and even just for those few hours, the audience’s lives were transformed.

